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accordingly, or are placed in special classes for defectives
and taught by methods supposedly adapted to their given
type. But, if there are particular abilities and disabilities
in various mental traits, no such division of method will
suffice to educate all in the best way.

Study of the correlations that exist between different
mental traits is another field of experimentation that
bears upon our problem. These studies, made by Spear-
man,1 by Pearson,2 Burt,3 Thorndike,4 and others, have
shown that the possession of ability in one direction in-
creases the probability of possessing ability in other
directions. But correlations are far from perfect, and
no one denies that in some cases superiority in one trait
may be accompanied by actual incapacity or specialized
defect in other traits. Hence the statement that in gen-
eral correlations in mental life are positive offers no criti-
cism to the finding of special abilities and special defects.
Indeed, such findings are quite in accord with those laws
of mental life which are at present known.

That many facts concerning mental life have not yet
been discovered will be readily conceded. One contri-
bution that the study of problem-cases will no doubt
make is to the better understanding of the normal func-
tioning of mental processes. It has been largely through
the study of pathological conditions that knowledge of
physiology has been increased. The observation of results
following disease, injury, or defects of special parts of the
central nervous system, has been one of the chief means of
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